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Had great weather
and a strong turn
out for the Capitol
City Rockets annual
tour of White Post

] Restorations in
White Post, VA.
Many thanks for
Billy Thompson IV
and WPR for their

Y gracious hosting for
several years now.
Great pictures and aj
m=d recap of the visit are
1 inside this issue
with all the details

] provided by our own
Ronnie Smith!
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Typically this space is filled with  and | like a big show commitment to motivate

SR DA the sage advice of our club President, Joe me to get some essential maintenance and clean

Padavano, moderator of online forums, andup done on our rides. This is especially true of

§ Sun, Feb & encyclopedia of all things Oldsmobile. Thismy 662 6Je86icefivengi hek

Regular Club i ssue |1 6m going to dalitinapretggoa statenakfora whies t i t

I\/Ieeting in MD as Joe is out in California doing NASA stuff Later in this issue, you can check out a page on
and I 6m sitting at Hhhe BestCoaatiNationalgshoiv that toskelace o |

Sun, Mar $i to reopen. | like to think of myself as your in December in Timonium, MD. | had seen

Regular Club typical 0s h aidgrewup e e dlyemntorchese shiows for years usually stuck in

Meeting in VA on a farm in western Pennsylvania about 30my car at some show or cruise, and it looked

minutes away from any kind of store, so  cool, so in November | started to prep the car.
when a tractor or vehicle broke down, you

Sun, Apr 18

Tentative Annual fixed it in your gravel %r?k'/%r\}va%\v/ Er%
Spring Dust Off of the work | dve putgroqp,l?a IocgttadaerV heel%rfugﬁwtgr}w

KatI

: bil . but 108 | r"d hd't & daéeoa
CrwseatB_ur- alndefedog re?m i SOWh Lhm Wei] (? Ovoeob
tonsvill e storer neverqune went away and it drove me nuts. |
of the H0|y Do- ' replaced pretty much all of the steering compo-

z Like nents, had it aligned
n t r '
u 0 ca S many of us, | use for show had, likely before | got them, had

fee. procrastinate

with the cars,

some dings and bends. | ended up (with an
assist from Ken Prowell) taking them to True
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Edir t or 6s W nter S/ eet St

Wheel in Culpepper, VA. Austin is a younger guy who ope l tes

The Capitol City Rockets is the Suburban Marylanfl, D(

Northern Virginia chapter of the Oldsmobile Clubdf Amjt hi s busi ness out of a sma ‘ | s
The Capitol City Rockets originated in 1989, and i curg found willing to take on steel wheels, as most wheels these ays are
operating in its 36th year. We split monthly meetjngs | alloys, which is the majority of his business. At any rate, he
Eagle Ridge MS in Ashburn, VA and various sites |n Rq straightened all four wheels, without damaging the paint, at fivhat |
ville, with one peer judgeehsisted @ach year with thge Me thought was a pretty reasonable time and cost. He was ve ‘ de-
Buick Club. The club currently consists of over 654 mgt @i | ed, diligent, and showgd me
from Virginia, Maryland, DC & a few others. Amefnbe" €SS ad in the Classifiedsgof
form is located in the back of this newsletter. One nee] out.
an Oldsmobile to join, and dues remain $20 dollar$ per, Hereds the | esson ftimem he
payable either by check or using the PayPal butto§ on § educator. | had a blowout on the Harrisburg bridge in hea traf-

g fic last year on a redline tire that looked great, but was 10 y&ars old.

So that thing about replacing old tires is real, and the dangg
changing it on the side of the highway as it gotéiarkeal. An
it damaged the rim and my wheel well. What | did not kno

NI -

or so that he couldndt bal
he sees that a lot with modern tires. Who knew? Not me. Hny-
way, after remounting my wheels, the improvement was exj
tial. He did a terrific job of straightening those rims!

Lesson two and three were part of the prep. | had s
new OEM duplicate spark plug wires | had ordered from OH
while ago that came in this summer, and | decided to also ;i
my plugs, cap, and rotor. | know enough to take pictures =’ ore-
hand and label the wires to keep the firing order in place (toff pic
to left). Somehow, | rotated the new wires one hole to the r | ht
while installing them. Went to start it and crap! Looked at i‘
picture again, moved the wires, and bam, started right up! ‘ e
Jetfire 215 engine is finicky and tends to foul plugs over tim@ so

post installation it ran like a beast. Big improvement.

That job done, | had noticed up in Ocean City that
brake pedal was low, and checking the master cylinder, thefg was
no brake fluid. | checked all of the wheels for obvious leakglown
the backplates, then, taki fg J
_ —///,f’fj“ inder and traced it to a leaky wheel rear one. (Mid pic to leftfj Like

N most of us, | thought | had recently checked my fluid, but it iirned
\ out it had been about 5 years since | had flushed the syste | Dot
3 fluid absorbs water over time, and can rust the system fro the
inside out. That muck in the picture was all through the linef§ and
cylinders. | ordered a new wheel cylinder and a spare fromjKan-
ter, and rebuilt both rear wheel drum systems. | then bled g@ach
line until the fluid was crystal clear, which my lovely wife Anjanda
helped with as the lines puked reddish brown fluid (bottom
Lesson learned! Good pedal and tight system. Rocket on!
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Sept 20t h St. Mi chael 0s

The power behind our 1969485 is a 250 ci 6 cylinder One of the best decisions we made was to replace the
that Olds called the o0Action 2PWwRel; kupbing FGRo h,2yspeed
plugs, filters, heater hoses, and fresh paint pshow. overdrive. | got 22 mpg on the 200+ mile trip.

The St. Michaels, MD Motor Museum hosts their Annual
Classic car event September of every year. It is an invitdd
event where participants submit their ride for acceptance
to the Classic, and therefore the quality of the cars and

trucks is very high. The fall Classic helps to fund the Mo
tor Museumds next project

transformation of a nearby former service station into an
education, maintenance, and restoration shop for local

high school students to work on not only the cars currently
in the Museum collection, but also to learn restoration

Of course, you are, after all, on the Chesa-
techniques, credit, and preparation for ASE certifications peake Bay. This view is from a restaurant

| tds a super venue, gr eat | s heyiemuseunvpereyapaddishme c au

06s Cadillac gl ea meThisvenirare 0% Agalt Bristol gvantBestin

St. MMM. Behind it is a SboviortierRely kall Jassico This Hidad
sported an LS conversion. Both showed in Italian bodied, British Bristol chassis and

the modified class. engine, Indiana native was a worthy winner!
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Oct&l 2 Cr ui si n @ PaulhivgersC o a s

OMy Classic Cardso6 Dennis Gage
was in attendance!

 Coast

Thatds a cool |l ive shot ofA Pawlaksd obwhé bGu tslitaastse eorf- t he at
tering the town of Biloxi, Mississippi at night. Coast. This yeards show broke
hotel NOW#A Early Registration is open until August for

with my car dying during deceleration. | have had the Transmission and Carburetor rebuilt this
year and it looked like | have some internal en- ; : gine issues. So 2 we
Coast | decided to replace the engine (!) so | £8
Y engine out of a 88 Cadillac with 82000
fuel pump, water pump, new gaskets, and |§
This trip was not only a bucket list item but
grandchildren. My day started with noticing th license plate for my trailer had been broken o
had let a friend borrow it 3 weeks earlier so | spent about an hour in the DMV getting a ne
Spotsylvania VA to Biloxi MS is 984 ) ) miles, with 4 fuel stops towing the 76 Cutla
pulled by a 2007 Silverado Z71. We Pictures/article by Paul Myers stayed over in Fort Payne AL, and got there pn
Saturday. CTC is open to any vehicle 1989 and older, and we spent our first day checking out a distillery thdtbmade b specia
bon for the event, planning the week, and then sitting out front of the Hard Rock in Biloxi watching the rides g jgg ne

Prep for the engine swap consisted of timing
g reused some parts that came back to haunt
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Cr uinaunMyerst he C

Four little bolts, big problems! Bro- Night racing! Gasser Nationals at Yeah, itds a Ford,
ken fan clutch and water pump studs the local track with eighth mile hot rods, and modifieds are a huge
were a difficult find on the road. drag racing. part of Cruisind th

Tuesday was the great parts search before heading to Jones Park Show Central. | heard a noise and found a bvaken fanjclutch
pump stud and one that had started backifig@ut par t s st ores and 3 different opickrman
up my credentials, then spent my day checking out all the cars at Show Central. Replaced the bolts later in thedday ded dhec
flame thrower contest at a casino. Wednesday was the Biloxi Bléckdogty were in line at 4 A.M. to get in the Vesuage
parking areas and when | arrived around 9 am, | was pretty far back. | spent the day walking the blocks of carthandathecking

out, and that evening headed over to watch some auto crossing and even got to take a ride in a C10 truck. Thyrsdag wvfad the o
all the venue areas along with the swap meet. At the Coast Coliseum there was an auction where AutoZone brought in oder 5600
gallon buckets to give away. Many major automotive vendors wewghherer registration you get a stamp card and withué ve
stamps qualify to be in a drawling on Sunday for $20K. We spent the day at the Ocean Springs block party, andshit the burnout
pass and donuts at the racetrack that night. Friday got 2 more stamps and spent the day in Bay of St. Louis,inthéerimsn pn
Gage fromMy ClassicCar That evening was Gasser Nationals at the IJocal
Sunday afternoon for home, and on Monday while traveling thru Tennessee noticed my trail@rabtrenoingt have a brokeaedf
belt. | swapped that tire like a Nascar crew, got back on the road and finally arrived back home on Monday eveakig. Gree't we




Pagé The Rocket Review (C Wi nter Edit t26n 20

City MD Endilzss

| arrived Thursday night at 9:30 pm, This is Friday at the OC inlet. As Unlike other shows, there was a
and while it looks empty in the pic- you can see, despite cloudy weath- heavy Olds presence at ESC. This
ture, Sunsations got crowded nightly. er, great turnout. 668 and 672 were sa

One of the few Hursts there, this one | spent quite a bit of time with this At night the inlet & convention
sported a dual 4 barrel intake and was NJ Olds owner who had a pair of center lots shut do
killer sounding! 06 6 6 fi4edt@red and original. great local hang outs all over OC.

i 1B

A very cool feature of the Endless On Friday afternoon the OC Con- A daily morning feature is the

Summer Cruise is the local business vention Center lot was full of great 6Boardwal k Parade, 6
showdi every two hours with food cars, including this really nice can opt into, and lasts a few hours

and drink specials and awards. Ralleye 350. for spectators down to the inlet.

To the right is the scene Saturday at the inlet.

You can see in the foreground the vendor area,
which wasndt too | arge,
Derek Bieri (Roadworthy Rescues, Vice Grip
Garageon You Tube) held a meet and greet.
There were over 3,000 cars registered for the fall
event, which is apparently much smaller than
the early May one. | dm -
this spring, so stay tuned for a full report! Scott
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Octl8 Rockville Antique and Classic Car Show

Long time CCR members might rec- The coveted Mayor a nvidny@anksriocBol Baes of the
ogni ze Vern Par ker 0Award forthe 2029 Rockwllershend DeSoto Club of MD for many of
1939 LaSalle. That's the new owner went to Richard Bas gétets@®s fin23 pictures
to right. Model T Huckster. 1955 Fireflite 2 Dr. Sportsman.

A 44

Pictured above is part of the Capitol City Rockets Oldsmo- One of Bob Baerds show field
bile section of the 2025 Roc k wéathdr madsitwelhattended. {THis stidw always @rodus- e | |
1966 Toronado making an appearance. es a wide variety of high quality classics and antiques.

The Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show is held each October on the beautiful, if hilly, grounds of the Glen-

view Mansion at Rockville Civic Center Park. The 2025 show was attended by 33 car clubs, and featured a live
band, flea mar ket , and ofor saledé6 area. Some fun op
the show and helps put it on each year: Out of 653 pregistered cars (registration closed prior to the show), 547
vehicles showed up. This is typical yearly average. The 2026 show will take place on Saturday, Oct 17th and early
registration opens Monday, July 13th (info from rockvillemd.gov/services site).



