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 2019 is finally here, and 

hopefully it will be considerably less 

soggy than record-setting 2018. I re-

alize this is only early January, and 

we have at least two months of win-

ter to go, but I’m already counting 

the days to the AACA swap meet at 

the Howard County Fairgrounds in 

early March.  To my wife, the first 

hint of spring is the arrival of the 

seed catalogs, but for me it’s the 

“How to Paint Your Car” articles in 

the enthusiast magazines.   

This will hopefully be a busy year for 
CCR. In addition to the annual Dust 
Off and All-GM show, we’re plan-
ning on a few driving activities. One 
is a tour at USA Parts Supply in 
Kearneysville, WV. In addition to 
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Save the Dates!:  

• Sun, Jan 13, Reg-

ular Meeting at 

Crossroads BBQ, 

12:30 pm 

• Sun, Feb 10, 

Regular Meeting 

at Kilroys, 12:30 

pm 

• Sun, Mar 10, 

Regular Meeting 

at Crossroads 

BBQ, 12:30 pm 

• Sat, Apr 13—

Annual Spring 

Dust Off Cruise 

In, Nokesville, 

VA BK, 3-6 pm 

Scott Phillips—Editor 

supplying reproduction parts for GM 
and Ford cars, USA Parts has a substan-
tial salvage yard with many older GMs.  
There is also a group of CCR members 
planning a trip to the Lansing Home-
coming this June, as Jetfires will be a 
featured model. We’ll likely have a tour 
of White Post again late in the year, and 
hopefully we’ll resurrect the CCR barbe-
que. In addition to club events, the 
OCA Zone members have been in-
creasingly coordinating events.  This 
monthly telecon of all the chapters in 
the Atlantic NE Zone along with OCA 
senior management started during prep-
arations for last year’s Gettysburg Na-
tionals.  

 .  I realize that VA is actually in 
the Atlantic SE Zone, but we’re appar-
ently considered honorary members.  

       New Year’s Update—Joe Padavano 

The Capitol City 

Rockets paid their 

8th annual visit to 

White Post Resto-

rations in White 

Post, Virginia this 

past November 

3rd.  Pictures of the 

trip and article are 

inside this issue.  

Pictured (L-R):  

Ronnie Smith ‘70 

SX, my ‘62 F-85, 

Joe Padavano ‘62 

F-85 Deluxe Wag-

on, Guy Stephens 

‘68 442, and Allen 

Swim ‘72 Cutlass. 
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   President’s New Year’s Message (cont) 

Capitol City Rockets Info 

The Capitol City Rockets is the Suburban Maryland, DC, 

and Northern Virginia chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of 

America.  The Capitol City Rockets originated in 1989, 

and is currently operating in its 30th year.    We split 

monthly meetings between Kilroy’s Bar and Grille off the 

Braddock Road exit of 495 in Northern VA and Cross-

roads BBQ (formerly Branded 72/O’Brien’s) in Rockville, 

with one peer judged show co-hosted each year with the Met-

ro Buick Club.  The club currently consists of over 45 mem-

bers, from Virginia, Maryland, Florida, and even DC and 

West Virginia.  A membership form is located in the back 

of this newsletter.  One need not own an Oldsmobile to join, 

and dues remain $15 dollars per year, payable by Novem-

ber the 1st, either by check or using the PayPal button on 

our Hemmings.com website.  Current membership in the 

Oldsmobile Club of America is a requirement of CCR 

membership, as we are required to submit club rosters to 

OCA for yearly insurance coverage for our events. 

In addition to improving communications and coordi-

nating events among the chapters, these zone calls have 

opened discussions of an Atlantic NE Zone meet.  The 

tremendous response from last year’s Nationals has 

shown that there is interest, and well over one quarter 

of OCA members live in the Atlantic NE zone.  Add in 

Ohio and VA, and there’s a huge pool of OCA mem-

bers within a 6-8 hour drive.  Hopefully this zone meet 

will come to fruition this summer. Right now we’re as-

sessing options for location and duration of such a 

meet. Most likely is a Friday night arrival, Saturday 

show, and Sunday drive home format, though other 

schedules are under consideration.  We’re also consider-

ing if we want to have a racing venue as part of the 

show.  Locations are likely to be in the NY or PA areas.  

Stay tuned for more info as plans mature, and please 

contact me if you have any suggestions or 

thoughts. 

 There’s one other thing that may be of 

interest.  Members who frequent various Olds 

forums on-line have likely seen the Oldsmobile 

FAQ that was formerly hosted on 442.com. 

While that FAQ has some well documented 

errors, it is probably 70% accurate.  Within the 

last few days, there has been a movement by 

Karl Supp of OCA to completely update and 

revise the FAQ and host it on the OCA web-

site. I’ll be playing a part in that, as will others.  

We may be asking for volunteers with specific 

expertise to help fill in the blanks and correct 

misinformation.  (Editor’s Note:  one beauty 

of Facebook is all of the Oldsmobile/GM relat-

ed groups to check out, and the related ability 

to follow restorations and tech tips.  Joe is a 

regular ’idiot editor’, er ’corrections specialist’ 

on these forums).   

 That’s all for now – Scott says that he’s 

got limited room in this issue.  Happy (belated) 

New Year to all and hope this is a great one.  - 

(see Joe’s latest Olds purchase, a 1985 Delta 88 with 

only 5,100 miles below and on the next page)   

 

CCR President 

Joe Padavano 

Tech Tip—Toby Turpin 
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   Editor’s Note—Fightin’ Brushes... 

CCR Membership Update 

Ever wonder about the makeup of the club?  What cars 

and years are represented?  Where everyone lives?  Here’s a 

breakdown from Membership Chair Jeff Nieschel:  

Note:  Active membership is defined as “dues paid for 

2019.”  Others have been members w/in 2 years.   

 

 Joe Padavano had been trying to fix the 

battery connection on his truck and I have been 

trying to fix it on my Olds.  Joe figured it out first 

and told me how to do it at a recent club meeting.  

Saved my a lot of time trying to invent my own 

"fix". Got all the parts and a few extras that I don't 

need at Fall Carlisle this year. 

• I got the cables attached to the new stud today. 

• Removed the plastic insulation from the stock 
cable ends, and cut them off with some leather 
cutting scissors and wire cutter. 

• Wire brushed the cable end eyelet terminals and 
put lots of copper aluminum aid on everything 
to prevent corrosion. 

• Screwed the brass stud into the battery. 

• Stacked the 2 eyelet terminals on the stud and 
put either internal toothed or external toothed 
lock washers on as I saw fit, turning the nut 
good and tight to squeeze everything together. 

The red cap is stock and fits perfectly.  The only 
surprise was a lead spacer seated in one of the cable 
ends.  It was a little oxidized which may be what 
caused the bad connection.  This should be "the 
fix" if the connections do not loosen from vibra-
tion.  Picture of completed connection attached.I 
am not trying to look Stock, I just want my Olds to 
run with a minimum of grief! 

Tech Tip by 

Toby Turpin 

Tech Tip—Toby Turpin 

Mem-
bers Active State 

2 1 DC 

2 2 FL 

12 10 MD 

4 2 
Un-

known 

35 32 VA 

1 1 WV 

56 48  

Year # 

1953 1 

1961 1 

1962 4 

1964 3 

1965 3 

1966 5 

1967 3 

1968 6 

1969 9 

1970 11 

1971 4 

1972 6 

1975 1 

1976 2 

1977 2 

1978 3 

1979 2 

1984 2 

1987 1 

1992 1 

1995 1 

1996 1 

1997 2 

1998 1 

 75 

Model # 

88 3 

98 1 

442 14 

Aurora 2 

Cutlass 26 

Delta 88 4 

F-85 2 

H/O 5 

LSS 1 

Starfire 5 

Toronado 4 

Unknown 8 

 75 
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2018 White Post Restorations Tour—Ronnie Smith 

The tour at White 

Post began with a 

meeting of most 

members at Mission 

BBQ in Winchester, 

with a large group 

heading out from 

Leesburg out to the 

Blue Ridge on Rt. 7 

and down 81.  Turn 

out, as usual, be-

tween friends and 

club members was 

super.   

     The eighth annual White Post Restorations tour was held on November 3rd.  A beautiful 
autumn day followed the rainy night before.  The sky was partly cloudy with temperatures 
in the mid 50's.  Thirteen CCR members met for lunch at Mission BBQ in Winchester Va. 
One of their employees was so excited to see our cars in the parking lot, he came out to get 
his picture taken with them.  After lunch we took the short cruise to WPR.    
     We began the tour at 12:45 PM.  Billy Ray and his father W.R. were both excited to see the 
group and would be our guides.  We had fifteen members and five guests.  We had six Oldsmo-
biles in the parking lot, five of which were lined up in front of the shop for a photo op.  Two of 
the guests were just driving by the shop and noticed the cars and people gathered.  They pulled in 
to see what was going on, and were invited to join the tour by Billy Ray.  There were thirteen cars 
currently in the shop for mechanical work to full ground up restoration.   
     New cars this year included a 1936 Rolls Royce Phantom 3, 1965 Austin Healey, 1959 Buick 
Electra, 1955 Cadillac Eldorado convertible, 1973 Jaguar 12 Cylinder, 1965 Dodge D100 Pick-up, 
and a 1965 Mustang.  Four cars that we had seen last year included the 1986 Rolls- Royce Cor-
niche, 1972 Mercedes 300 SEL, 1927 Studebaker, and a highly modified De Tomaso Pantera.  
The 1960 Cadillac Eldorado Seville was returned to its owner this past summer, but it was back 
for a disc brake upgrade.  The owner was not comfortable with the performance of the stock 
drum brakes.  

     The interior shop was working on the upholstery for the 72 Mercedes 
300.  You could smell the aroma of the new leather.  The metal shop had 
the 1955 Cadillac convertible on the rotisserie getting its rust removed and 
handmade patch panels installed.  There were currently no projects in the 
wood shop to visit. 
      The storage garage was full of automobiles waiting their turn to be 
brought back to life. These included a rare 1938 BMW 328 Roadster and a 
1923 Ford Model T with the one year only aluminum body panels.  This 
garage always draws a lot of interest from our members.  It's full of antique 
toys and car memorabilia. A question was asked about the old still that was 
noticed on a shelf.  Billy explained that the ATF regularly stops by to in-
spect the required paperwork that must be in the owners possession. 
     For anyone that hasn't attended this event, it happens annually around 
the first weekend of November.  It's a great way to end the car season and 
get you excited about working on your car in the garage during the winter 
months.  Happy Motoring—Ronnie.   



White Post Restorations Tour Highlights 

However, this mid-engine sported a 

far from typical set up, and WPR was 

sorting out a number of mods. 

The 1973 Jaguar 12 cylinder.  Just a 

gorgeous sports car.   

This 1965 Dodge D100 Pickup was 

having an engine rebuild complet-

ed.   

 It was surprising to see the amount 

of metal work being done to this 1965 

Mustang, but it was a family treasure. 

This 1986 Rolls Royce is a Cor-

niche model.  It was the 2nd Rolls 

getting work done in the shop.   

Zoom in and look closely under the 

hood of the BMW below, and you 

see an original tri carb set up. 

Probably coolest view of 

the day was waiting in the 

storage garage: an ultra-

rare 1938 BMW 328 Road-

ster, very much complete 

and anticipating a 6 figure 

full restoration.   

1965 Austin Healey Chassis, just out 

of paint.   

Here’s the Austin powerplant—6 

cylinder, dual carb setup.   

Heavily modified DeTomaso 

(Italy) Pantera body.  Produced  

from 71-92, usually with a 351C. 

WPR Pictures by Ronnie Smith 
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More White Post Restorations Highlights 

The 1972 Mercedes 300 SEL was just 

about ready for delivery to the cus-

tomer.   

The Interior Shop at White Post is a 

small but mighty operation.  We 

could smell the leather for the 300. 

This stunner was our opening, a 

1936 Rolls Royce Phantom 3.  The 

quality work at WPR is astounding. 

 This 1959 Buick Electra had its en-

gine out and was receiving work in 

one of the front bays. 

One of a few Porsches awaiting 

work in the storage barn.  Pretty 

sure it had accident damage.  

It was quite a treat listening to 

W.R. talk about his affection for his 

70’s mod “Saturday Night Special.” 

At first glance, this looked 

like basketcase Model T.  In 

fact, it was a one family 

owned, one year only alumi-

num bodied T seeking a full 

on restoration.  Awesome.   

A close up look at some of the metal 

repair to the rockers of the ‘55 Cadil-

lac on the rotisserie to the right. 

Pictured in the metal shop is the 

1955 Cadillac receiving hand made 

patch panels. 

This 1927 Studebaker was back at 

WPR for a refresh on an older res-

toration.     

WPR Pictures by Gary Sutherlin 
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CCR at the Amphora for Annual Holiday Party 

 

Club President Joe Padavano is center with his wife 

Deor, while (from left) Ari Pappas, Ronnie Smith, Guy 

Fansler, Norm Hines, Scott Hoffman, Toby Turpin, 

and Brian and Liane McDonald look in.   

Gary Sutherlin’s 1977 Cutlass is used to long 

distance trips, traveling back and forth to 

California a few times.  A good run this time 

from Manassas to Vienna and back. 

Jim McCormack is turned (from left) Guy Stevens, 

Brian Miller, Cory Correll, Paul Pack, Ken Prowell, 

Ken Quincy, Gary Sutherlin and my wife Amanda 

were all able to come this year.   

Amanda and I drove up in the Jetfire Sports 

Convertible.  The turbo loves the cold winter 

air, and the recently rebuilt heater valve pro-

vided toasty toes on a chilly, damp day.   

Hol iday Edit ion 2018  

Pictures by Scott 

Phillips, Editor 

 The Capitol City Rockets held their Annual Holiday 

Luncheon at the Amphora Restaurant in Vienna, Virginia.  

The event, which features lunch on the club for members 

each year, draws a nice crowd and is an opportunity for 

club members to relax, enjoy each other’s company, and 

celebrate the season.  Club Treasurer Ken Quincy arrang-

es the lunch for us, and the Amphora, known for years in 

Northern Virginia for its bakery and late night diner 

menu, is a nice venue for the gathering.   
Ari Pappas brought out his stunning 1962 

Starfire to the Holiday Party.  Parking is 

tight, but the Starfire sure fills a space! 
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1954 Kaiser Darrin Engine Installation – Warren McCrary 

The rebuilt Willy’s engine with trans was reinstalled 

after the block had been bored .040 over and crank .010 

and polished.  A new head was sourced from a helpful 

Darrin forum member.  

Intake valves are in the head on the 161 ci, 90 HP Wil-

lys motor, and the head serves as an intake so the 

Carter carb bolts directly to it.  Some later versions did 

add a second carb, which boosted HP over 100.   

 We thought we’d branch out a bit this month and pro-

vide an inside look at an oddity that a friend of ours is working 

on.  Warren McCrary is a long-time car buddy co-conspirator of 

Joe Padavano’s who purchased this 1954 Kaiser Darrin last year.  

As Warren shared, “looking over the production numbers by 

color...the red Darrins are by far the rarest of the bunch.  Only 50 

of the fiberglass-bodied Darrins were Red (out of 435 total), with 

the most common color being Yellow. This car is number 234.  

There are no records showing any cars sold with superchargers 

or V8 motors, although rumors of them exist; but it is assumed 

they are just that, rumors, or something that was done after the 

initial sale.  There are also some stories that near the end of pro-

duction, Dutch Darrin finished some cars in California with Ca-

dillac V8’s, but this seems to have little basis in fact.   

 The Darrin was designed by Dutch Darrin for Kaiser, 

which was strapped for cash at the time, so many parts are 

shared with other models—frame modified from the Henry J, 

Manhattan brakes, a column shifter that was bolted to the floor, 

taillights from other models, and the motor from the Willys Sta-

tion Wagons.  (Kaiser had just purchased Willys-Overland for 

the Jeep)  The story goes that when Darrin showed his design to 

Henry Kaiser, the boss replied that they weren’t in the business 

of building sports cars, but his new young wife thought it was 

the most beautiful car she had ever seen, so it got built.   

 This particular car was bought in Williamsburg, VA 

from a guy in a nursing home, after moving on from being inter-

ested in a damaged (and more expensive) Darrin in NY.  After 

some wrangling to get the correct title, the car came back to my 

shop.  The former VA owner was interested in how the restora-

tion would progress so when I let him know that it would need a 

total engine rebuild, which I expected, he was very apologetic 

and insisted they return $1000 to me.“ 

Oldsmobile Connection:  Kaiser decided the 4 cylin-

der Henry J engine was ‘too weak,’ so they negotiated 

to use perhaps an Olds 331 in the Darrin, but when 

Olds countered at double the cost, the deal failed. 

Hol iday Edit ion 2018  

By:  Warren 

McCrary, guest 

columnist 

 



2019 Capitol City Rockets Treasurer’s Report/Events 

Club Calendar 2019 

 Sun, Jan 13—Regular MD Meeting @Crossroads 
BBQ, 12:30 pm. 

 Sun, Feb 10—Regular VA Meeting @Kilroys Bar and 
Grille, 12:30 pm. 

 Sun, Mar 10—Regular MD Meeting @Crossroads 
BBQ, 12:30 pm. 

 Sat, April 13—Annual Spring Dust Off Cruise In 
@Nokesville Burger King, 3-6 pm.   

 Sun, May 5—(Tentatively) MD Meeting @ Cross-
roads BBQ, 12:30 pm. 

 Sun, June 9—Regular VA Meeting @Kilroys Bar and 
Grille, 12:30 pm. 

 Sat, June 15—Oldsmobile Homecoming in Lansing, 
MI—Largest single day Olds show in the Nation, 
and we have a caravan planning to go.  Talk to Joe 
Padavano or Scott Phillips if interested.   

 Sun, June 16—Sully Plantation Show in Chantilly, 
VA. 

 June 25-30—OCA National Meet in Wichita, Kansas.  
Co-hosted by St. Louis Archway and Oklahoma 
Clubs.  Recommended to get reservations in early as 
there is a somewhat limited parking space inside the 
venue.  Go to www.oldsmobileclub.org for more info. 

 Sun, July 14—Regular MD Meeting @Crossroads 
BBQ, 12:30 pm. 

 Sat, Aug 10—Annual All GM Show @Montgomery 
College, 9 am—3pm.   

 Sun, Sept 8—Regular VA Meeting @Kilroys Bar and 
Grille, 12:30 pm. 

 Sun, Oct 13—Regular MD Meeting @Crossroads 
BBQ, 12:30 pm. 

 Sat, Oct 19—Rockville Civic Center Antique and 
Classic Car Show, 9 am—2 pm. 

 Sun, Nov 10— (Tentatively) Regular VA Meeting 
@Kilroys Bar and Grille, 12:30 pm. 

 Sun, Dec 10— (Tentatively) Holiday Gathering. 
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      Balance as of 10-6-18:   $ 2100.39   

Income :   

Dues:  $75.00 

T-Shirt Sale:  $12.00 

Total Oct Income:  $87.00 

Expenses:  (None for October) 

Balance as of 11-8-18:  $2217.39 

Income:   

Dues:  $135.00 

T-Shirt Sales:  $160.00                                                

Total Nov Income:  $295.00                                                                                                                        

Expenses:       

Postage:  $2.42 

Bank service charge $2.00                 

Total Nov Expenses:  $4.42                                                                                   

Balance as of 12-8-18:   $2,507.97 

Income:   

Dues:  $45.00 

T-Shirt Sales:  $40.00                                                

Total Dec Income:  $85.00                                                                                                                        

Expenses:      

Donation to White Post:  $50.00 

Holiday Luncheon:   $375.42               

Total Dec Expenses:  $425.42                                                                                   

Balance as of 12-31-18:   $2,167.55 

Ken Quincy’s 

Corner—CCR 

Treasury Report 



CCR Classifieds 
Classified ads are free to chapter members.  We take cars, parts, 

services, anything.  Submit your typed or printed ad to the Chapter 

PO box, marking it ATTN: ROCKET REVIEW, or simply email the 

editor at sphillips16@msn.com  You may run your ad for up to 3 

issues at a time.  Ads must be resubmitted for reprinting after that 

time, and please let Scott know if you wish to discontinue the classi-

fied ad due to sale of the parts or car. 

$15 Club dues are due No-

vember 1.  Please renew to 

keep receiving the Rocket Re-

view and great club benefits!   
CLASSIFIEDS : 

• 1961 Olds Starfire Conv for Sale:  Load-
ed with options and in good condition.  
Car can be seen in Arlington, looking for 
best reasonable offer.  Contact Jeff  
Surdyk 703-622-8666.  (ad from last issue) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Diecast Oldsmobiles—Several 1/18 
and 1/25 scale, 1968-1970 especially, 
Hurst Olds and Olds collectibles.  Some 
Nascar, Johnny Lightning and Hot 
Wheels as well.  Also has hubcaps, center 
caps, flags, and more.  For sale from for-
mer club treasurer Jim Carlson’s collec-
tion.  Please contact Liana Carlson via 
email at jimandliana@yahoo.com  if  in-
terested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Quality Olds Parts Dealers and Services 



THE CAPITOL CITY ROCKETS  is a chartered chapter of the 

Oldsmobile Club of America, Lansing, MI. Chapter dues are 

$15.00 per year. Current OCA membership is required. 

Chapter Officials 

President .................................................... Joe Padavano 

Vice-President ........................................... Cory Correll 

Treasurer ...................................................... Ken Quincy 

Secretary ...................................................... Jeff Nieschel 

Newsletter Editor ……….Scott Phillips  

…………………………………sphillips16@msn.com 

 

Chapter Advisors 

Toronado………….Ask Ken Quincy or Cory Correll 

1961-63 A-Body…………….Scott Phillips (571) 233-5193 

1964-65 A-Body…………... Mike Stilwell (703) 799-2904 

1973-77 A-Body……………Gary Sutherlin  

1978-80 A-Body....................Michael Coxen (301) 251-8666 

 

PerformanceV8 Tech Dick Miller Racing, (901) 794-2834 

                                                             dmracing1@aol.com 

 

Bevan Allen Memorial Service Award Recipient 

2000: Denney Keys 

2001:  Michael Coxen 

2002:  Mike Stilwell 

2003:  Dick Brown 

2004:  Cory Correll 

2005:  Scott Phillips 

2006:  Mike “Hitch” Stillwell 

2010:  Joe Padavano 

2013:  Gary Sutherlin 

2014:  Mike Scott and Margaret Straubinger 

 

Membership 

Application 

Capitol City Rockets 

Chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of 

America 

  New    Renewal 

OCA #          OCA Exp. Date    

Name       

Street      

City       

State   Zip    

Home Phone  (        )     

Work Phone  (         )   

  

Email address:  ______________________ 

List Oldsmobiles Currently Owned: 

       

       

       

O.C.A. Chapters Affiliated With: 

       

Send New Memberships to: 

Capitol City Rockets 

Attn:  New Members 

P.O. Box 4244 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

 

Send Renewals To: 

CCR Renewals 

P.O. Box 4244 

Ashburn, VA 20148 
 

CCR Yearly Dues are $15 

Please Make Checks Payable to: 

Capitol City Rockets 
 

Current Membership in the 

Oldsmobile Club of America is Required 
Rocket Review © is published by Capitol City Rockets, 2019 

Capitol City Rockets 

Club Info and Membership  

Application 



Rocket Review 

 

Capitol City Rockets    DO NOT CREASE 

P.O. Box 4244 

Ashburn, VA 20148 


