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 I suspect that most readers share 

my view that I’m happy to see 2020 to the 

door. It’s certainly been a year for the books. 

Hopefully everyone has made it this far with 

no real problems. While car-related events 

were mostly cancelled, I was hoping to take 

advantage of the time to get work done on 

project cars. Naturally 2020 had other ideas, 

and unplanned maintenance ended up taking 

precedence – and since the year is going to 

leave kicking and screaming, one of our 

1985 Delta 88s decided to puke the 200-4R 

trans as a parting gift. That trans is out and 

on the stand for rebuild, but again, mainte-

nance supersedes the projects. This same car 

was treated to a new fuel tank earlier in the 

year, as the old one had a nice rust leak at 

the seam. I did get the timing chain replaced 

in the black D88, which had been worrying 

me. The nylon teeth on the Olds cam gear 

wear out by 80,000 miles, and this car has 

120,000 on it. Amazingly, the gear teeth 

were hardly worn, which I attribute to the 

reduced friction afforded by the roller lifters 
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in the 1985-90 Olds 

307 motors. In any 

case, that time bomb 

has been defused. 

The black car also 

received a new pas-

senger side exhaust 

manifold gasket to fix 

an annoying exhaust leak. The 1985-90 307s are 

the only second gen Olds V8s that used a gasket 

from the factory, since they have tubular steel 

manifolds instead of cast iron. I’d forgotten 

how much I hate the bent-over lock tabs that 

prevent the manifold bolts from loosening. For-

tunately, the only broken bolts were the studs 

holding the pipe to the manifold, which were 

easy to resolve once the manifold was out of the 

car. 

 Of course, the bigger problem has 

been my 1999 Chevy crewcab dually – the only 

vehicle I’ve ever bought brand new. I guess I 

got my money’s worth out of it, as it has just 

about 300,000 on the clock.  (Cont on page 3) 

 President’s Message—Joe Padavano 

The 2020 Fall OCA 

Northeast Zone 

Show was one of a 

few that got off the 

ground this past 

year in early Octo-

ber in Morgan-

town, PA at the 

Classic Auto Mall.  

Accessibility, a 

huge outdoor park-

ing lot, and eased 

fall restrictions in 

PA permitted the 

Delaware Valley 

Olds Club to put 

on a great show.  
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   Capitol City Rockets Info 

The Capitol City Rockets is the Suburban Maryland, DC, and Northern Virginia chapter 

of  the Oldsmobile Club of  America.  The Capitol City Rockets originated in 1989, and is 

currently operating in its 31st year.    We split monthly meetings between Kilroy’s Bar and 

Grille off  the Braddock Road exit of  495 in Northern VA and the Hard Times Café in 

Rockville, MD, with one peer judged show co-hosted each year with the Metro Buick Club.  

The club currently consists of  over 57 members, from Virginia, Maryland, Florida, and even 

DC and West Virginia.  A membership form is located in the back of  this newsletter.  One 

need not own an Oldsmobile to join, and dues remain $15 dollars per year, payable by No-

vember the 1st, either by check or using the PayPal button on our Hemmings.com website.  

Current membership in the Oldsmobile Club of  America is a requirement of  CCR member-

ship, as we are required to submit rosters to OCA for yearly insurance coverage for our events. 

 

The Classic Auto Mall is located just west of Philadelphia, PA.  The scope of the mall is huge.  

They boast over 1000 “collectible and special interest” cars at any one time for sale, an additional 

400+ “barn find” vehicles on display (the vast majority of which are Brass Era—like the 1905 

Model B Curved Dash, pictured below left), and a “project vehicle” lot (below, right) that houses 

hundreds of rough but restorable cars and trucks.  It’s a huge venue—”8 acres under one roof... 

28 paved acres with 2,500 spaces...and 188 room Holiday Inn (recently renovated) attached to the 

facility.”  As they say, the former clothing mall to furniture mall is an ideal venue for “indoor and 

outdoor automotive related events.”  The Northeast Zone Show seems to have found a home! 



Joe Padavano’s Holiday Message (cont from page 1) 
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 The first problem was an annoying power steering leak. I’d previously replaced everything in 
the PS system – pump, box, hoses, and hydroboost – yet the truck continued to leak. What I had 
overlooked was the factory PS cooler, which had rusted out. Apparently this is common enough that 
Dorman sells replacements. The leak is finally fixed. Two other annoying problems were finally re-
solved in an extensive upper end rebuild – coolant was leaking from the manifold-to-head gaskets and 
a pesky hot misfire kept getting worse. I had replaced the injectors at about 150,000 miles, so they 
were due again. On that generation 454, this requires pulling the upper half of the intake off. Of 
course, fixing the coolant leak required pulling the lower half as well – and yes, the intake gasket was 
distorted at that joint on both heads. On a Chevy, pulling the intake means pulling the distributor 
(yeah, this engine still has one), and since these distributors serve as the cam position sensor and are 
prone to wear, I figured I MIGHTASWELL drop a new one in. Of course, pulling the injectors 
meant disconnecting the pressure and return lines, which were pretty well rusted and the only lines I 
hadn’t replaced on the truck. Fortunately, prebent ones are available new. And since the fuel pressure 
regulator is impossible to reach without pulling the upper half of the intake anyway, I figured I 
MIGHTASWELL replace that at the same time.  
 Of course, no such major undertaking is complete without collateral damage. I managed to 
break the oil pressure sender (next to the distributor on a Chevy), which I didn’t realize until the en-
gine was completely assembled. It appears that I can reach it (with difficulty) without backtracking; 
now I just have to wait for a warmer day. I also discovered that the throttle cable was badly worn and 
after pushing it out of the way for clearance it completely gave up the ghost. This required some 
sleuthing, as the part is unique to these EFI 454 trucks, is long discontinued, and there are no after-
market replacements. I finally stumbled on the website www.gmoverstock.com, which was able to 
source me a cable sitting on a dusty dealership parts shelf in Wisconsin. USPS only took six days to 
deliver that two-day priority package, but the cable is installed and the truck is operational again.  
 Since the 1999 truck is getting pretty old, and I really don’t want to redo repairs that I did at 

150,000 miles, I started looking for a replacement. Another new truck is really not an option. I refuse 

to buy anything with a touch screen or electronic nanny equipment, an equivalent 4WD crewcab dual-

ly with the same trim level and equipment as my current truck is nearly $80K, and the all new GM 

trucks have apparently been hit with an ugly stick. I did find that I could option a crewcab dually work 

truck (cloth seats and rubber floor covering) for about $50K, but they’re still ugly and have too much 

electronics. A friend of mine has had a 1984 GMC crewcab dually parked in his driveway for over a 

decade. He bought this truck in SoCal to tow another car back to the east coast and had planned on 

selling it after arrival. Naturally that never happened so this is my new truck. Of course it’s a project, 

but the machine shop just called and said that the heads are done and ready for pickup. Hopefully this 

will be running by spring, but the 1999 needs to at least make it through the winter.  

 With that I’ll wish all a happy and healthy holiday season, and let’s hope 2021 brings us a little 

closer to normality. Best wishes to you and your families—Joe Padavano, 

CCR President  

http://www.gmoverstock.com
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OCA Northeast Zone Meet—Oct 10, 2020 

 

The OCA Northeast Zone Show attracted over 85 show 

vehicles.  As you can tell from the picture, there was 

plenty of room to spread out!   

There were several cleanly restored 1965-1967 442’s in 

the pictured class.  It was one of the tougher classes 

to choose who to vote for in the peer judged show.   

Allen Swim was another CCR participant, bringing up 

his 1972 Cutlass Supreme from MD in a new trailer to 

the show.   Owen Griesemer joined us for the tour.   

There was a pretty heavy Hurst Olds contingent 

in the house that day, and this one stood out as a 

pristine example of the more rare ‘68. 

Fa l l  Edit ion 2020  

 I was fortunate, indeed, to win a Best in Class 

award at the show.  Fortunate, in that the as-

signed class had a smaller turn out than many of 

the others, and despite that fact, there were 

some very nice 50’s Oldsmobiles and a “work in 

progress” 1960 next to me.  I had planned to be 

in Lancaster, PA anyway for my son’s basketball 

tournament, and when that fell through, I kept 

the hotel and hit the show instead.  As you can 

see, the weather was perfect the day of the show, 

and the venue provided food, an overwhelming 

number of cars to look at in the mall, and a cen-

tral location that drew a number of members.   
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OCA Northeast Zone Meet—Oct 10, 2020 

 

This gorgeous 1948 88 convertible was right next to me in 

the class.  Just purchased this past year, it was shown by 

Harry Tucci from Spring City, PA.    

This picture will give you an idea of the former 

‘shops’ in the mall, and how diverse the selection of 

cars for sale at the Classic Auto Mall.   

 

Fa l l  Edit ion 2020  

Scott Phillips,  

Editor 

The Toronado class was stout.  This class win-

ner was 1/124 ‘68s W-34—which meant cold air 

inducted 400 hp/500 ft/lb torque 455, hi po trans 

and torque converter, among many options.   

The 1970 Ralleye 350’s were out in force as well.  

There were quite a few at the show, of which 

this one .   

There were several nice Olds for sale.  This 1974 

442 Indy Pace Car had a 455 auto and only 40K 

original miles.  Listed at $45,900, pricey... 

‘69 “Junkyard W-30” restored and owned by To-

ny Bonafide, it was his uncle’s car-400 G block, 

D heads, M21 4 speed, 3:42 12 bolt posi.   
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Lehigh Auto Body Halloween Show—Oct 31, 2020 

 

Mike Horton (see ‘Deer Me’ pics from last issue) used 

Leehigh Auto Body to repair the body on his Cutlass 

Convertible and install a new hood.  See results, right> 

We had three trim levels of Olds together—a ‘70 442 

we hadn’t seen before, the Phillips boys ‘69 F-85, and 

Mike’s ‘70 Cutlass convertible.   

Fa l l  Edit ion 2020  

Show featured tour of 

the shop area, featur-

ing an early Bronco 

and this custom early 

60’s Chrysler product.  

To right, the nicest 

truck at the show!   

This is the back of the shop, and the vehicles pic-

tured are awaiting their turn.  The Chevelle was in 

pretty nice shape.   

Many of the vehicles were either worked on or re-

stored by Leehigh or Sterling Hot Rods (which 

was absorbed by Leehigh business).   
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Fall Highlights and Other Items of  Interest 

 

This is new member Rick Koontz’s 1969 442.  Pur-

chased this year, it has a few gremlins he’s ironing out, 

and is installing an Edelbrock Performer manifold.   

Zaman Khan brought out his high performance ‘68 

442 to our September meeting, which we held out-

doors at Wakefield Park in Burke, VA.   

Fa l l  Edit ion 2020  

Ever think about 

owning an enclosed trailer?  To 

the left and right is Allen 

Swim’s 24 foot United Trailer.  

Options included an escape 

door on the lefthand side to get 

out of the car when you pull in. 

There are storage cabinets up 

front, a rubberized floor, interi-

or lights & a low clearance 

ramp.  Allen also ordered an 

extended tongue and torsion 

axle suspension. His first trip 

was to the Zone show, and it 

handled beautifully! 

Owen Griesemer submitted this gem as newslet-

ter fodder—a ‘66 442 he saw in Utah in 2003 that 

sold cheaply, as he recalled.   

Rick’s newest project vehicle, a ‘69 Buick GS 350 

with a Muncie 4 speed he’s planning on turning 

into a daily driver.   



Year End Capitol City Rockets Treasurer’s Report/Events 

• Jan 15-17:  Carlisle Automa-

nia 

• Sun, Feb 7:  tent meeting  

• Sun, Mar 14:  tent meeting  

• Sun, Apr 12:  tent Spring Dust 

Off Cruise, 7-9 am, South Rid-

ing, VA Dunkin Donuts 

• Apr 21—25:  Spring Carlisle 

• Sun, May 2:  tent meeting (5-

9 is Mother’s Day)   

• Sun, June 13:  tent meeting 

• Fri-Sat, June 25-26:  GM Car-

lisle Nationals  

• Sun, July 11 

• Tues, Aug 3—Sun Aug 8—OCA 

Nationals at Embassy Suites 

Hotel, Murfreesboro, TN.   

• Sat, Aug 14—All GM Show 

• Sun, Sept 12—tent meeting 

• Sept 28-Oct 3—Fall Carlisle 

• Oct 6-9—Hershey 

• Sun, Oct 10—tent meeting 

• Sun, Nov 14—tent meeting 

• Sun, Dec 12—tent Holiday 

Party 

(all dates/venues, etc subject 

to change, but you knew that :) 
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CCR FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF 
12-8-2020 

Balance as of 10-8-2020 $2927.63 

 

Total Income $135.00  (Dues) 

Expenses:  $ 0.00 

Balance as of 11-7-2020 $ 3,062.63 

(there were no transactions in Nov) 

Balance as of 12-10-2020 $ 3,062.63 

 

 

Proposed Club Calendar/Shows 
2021 

(all meeting times 12:30 pm) 

 

• Sun, Jan 10:  12:30 pm—

Virtual Meeting (link will be 

sent via club email) 

Ken Quincy’s 

Corner—CCR 

Treasury Report 



CCR Classifieds 

CLASSIFIEDS : 

 1968 455 engine; $325; C heads $125; 1971 
455 engine with matching Turbo 400 trans, 
$750; restored set of  four 14x7 SS II wheels 
with bolt-on center caps, no trim rings, 
$325.  Contact Owen Griesemer, 240-357-
5696. 

 

 I am selling my 1984 Delta 88 Royal.  $1100.  
If  you know anyone who needs or wants a 
full size Olds please let me know. Thanks, 
Guy Fansler 703-532-1601 or 
gfansl67@verizon.net  

 

 Rick Koontz would like to recommend Pro-
Speed Autoworks—good service, prices, 
people.  14220 Sullyfield Cir M, Chantilly, VA 
20151 (571) 250-5908  
http:www.prospeedautoworks.com/ 

 

 As we announced in our December newslet-
ter (view at http://
www.clcpotomacregion.org/forms/
CLCPR.2012Newsletter.pdf), Capitol Cadillac 
in Greenbelt, MD closed their business after 
86 years.  At one time or another, they sold 
Buicks, GMC, Oldsmobiles and other 
makes.  Through our partnership with them, 
we are selling their 2021 calendars (three 
different ones available) as collector items 
(FINAL Year available -- see the ad below for 
more info).  We would appreciate it if  you 
would share with your respective clubs. 
Thanks for your consideration. Happy Holi-
days. Vince Taliano  CLC Potomac Region  
www.clcpotomacregion.org    

 

 

 

 I’d like to advocate for these two businesses—
Ron’s seems to have what’s impossible to 
find (though he knows it) and PowerSteer-
ing.com is about the best experience I’ve 
ever had with a restoration facility in 20 
years.  Talk to Marty, he’s owned an Olds and 
will work carefully with your steering needs. 

 

mailto:gfansl67@verizon.net
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.prospeedautoworks.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CScott.Phillips%40lcps.org%7C49bf8b6ad8d94c3bc3c108d8a6cf19c5%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637442755753225148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clcpotomacregion.org%2Fforms%2FCLCPR.2012Newsletter.pdf0&data=04%7C01%7Cscott.phillips%40lcps.org%7C4684c1103fa149e3a2f508d8a6ab3ec8%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637442602172
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clcpotomacregion.org%2Fforms%2FCLCPR.2012Newsletter.pdf0&data=04%7C01%7Cscott.phillips%40lcps.org%7C4684c1103fa149e3a2f508d8a6ab3ec8%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637442602172
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clcpotomacregion.org%2Fforms%2FCLCPR.2012Newsletter.pdf0&data=04%7C01%7Cscott.phillips%40lcps.org%7C4684c1103fa149e3a2f508d8a6ab3ec8%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637442602172
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clcpotomacregion.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cscott.phillips%40lcps.org%7C4684c1103fa149e3a2f508d8a6ab3ec8%7C86750b0cee12463db28880f7b2b34689%7C0%7C0%7C637442602172018633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey


THE CAPITOL CITY ROCKETS  is a chartered chapter of the 

Oldsmobile Club of America, Lansing, MI. Chapter dues are 

$15.00 per year. Current OCA membership is required. 

Chapter Officials 

President .................................................... Joe Padavano 

Vice-President ........................................... Cory Correll 

Treasurer ...................................................... Ken Quincy 

Secretary ...................................................... Jeff Nieschel 

Newsletter Editor ……….Scott Phillips  

…………………………………sphillips16@msn.com 

 

Chapter Advisors 

Toronado………….Ask Ken Quincy or Cory Correll 

1961-63 A-Body…………….Scott Phillips  

1964-65 A-Body…………... Mike Stilwell  

1968-72 A-Body……………..Joe Padavano 

1973-77 A-Body……………Gary Sutherlin  

1978-80 A-Body....................Michael Coxen, Joe Padavano 

 

PerformanceV8 Tech Dick Miller Racing, (901) 794-2834 

                                                             dmracing1@aol.com 

 

Bevan Allen Memorial Service Award Recipient 

2000: Denney Keys 

2001:  Michael Coxen 

2002:  Mike Stilwell 

2003:  Dick Brown 

2004:  Cory Correll 

2005:  Scott Phillips 

2006:  Mike “Hitch” Stillwell 

2010:  Joe Padavano 

2013:  Gary Sutherlin 

2014:  Mike Scott and Margaret Straubinger 

Membership 

Application 

Capitol City Rockets 

Chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of 

America 

  New    Renewal 

OCA #          OCA Exp. Date    

Name       

Street      

City       

State   Zip    

Home Phone  (        )     

Work Phone  (         )   

  

Email address:  ______________________ 

List Oldsmobiles Currently Owned: 

       

       

       

O.C.A. Chapters Affiliated With: 

       

Send New Memberships to: 

Capitol City Rockets 

Attn:  New Members 

P.O. Box 4244 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

 

Send Renewals To: 

CCR Renewals 

P.O. Box 4244 

Ashburn, VA 20148 
 

CCR Yearly Dues are $15 

Please Make Checks Payable to: 

Capitol City Rockets 
 

Current Membership in the 

Oldsmobile Club of America is Required 
Rocket Review © is published by Capitol City Rockets, 2020 

Capitol City Rockets 

Club Info and Membership  

Application 
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