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 Just do it.  Yes, the 
Nike slogan is overused, but 
with this year‟s automotive 
event season in full swing after 
a soggy start, get out in the 
garage, turn wrenches, start the 
car, and drive it.  I am still 
pleasantly surprised to find that 
after an afternoon of working 
on the car or attending a show, 
I feel much less stressed than I 
do during the work week.  I‟ll 
be the first to admit that it‟s 
easy to put off working on the 
car, but if you even perform 
small, one-hour tasks, you‟ll be 
amazed at how much progress 
gets made.  Anyone who‟s seen 
my 62 wagon knows that I 
believe that a car doesn‟t need 
to be perfect to have fun with 
it.  A vendor as Spring Carlisle 
was selling tee shirts that said 
“If it runs, it‟s done”.  I‟m not 
a rat-rod advocate, and if a 
paint-dab-and-chalk-mark-
correct restoration is what you 
want, more power to you.  I 
am suggesting that getting the 
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Club Events—Save the 
Dates 

 Sun, June 12th, 

1:30 pm—regular 

club meeting at Kil-

roy’s in Burke, VA 

 Sun, July 10, 1:30 

pm—regular club 

meeting  Branded 

72 in Rockvillle, MD 

 Sat, Aug 13, 9-3 

pm—All-GM show 

at Montgomery 

College in Rock-

ville, MD 

Scott Phillips—Editor 

automotive-related events 
there are here in the DC Metro 
area.  A quick search on the 
Capital Cruisin‟ website turns 
up cruise opportunities on 
every day of the week, all 
around the beltway.  Even 
more surprising is that there 
are more active drag strips 
within an hour‟s drive of DC 
than there are within an hour 
of L.A. (of course, in L.A. traf-
fic, you can‟t get very far in an 
hour).  If you like road racing, 
Summit Point is close by in 
West Virginia and holds occa-
sional open track events.  The 
AACA Museum and Eastern 
Museum of Motor Racing are a 
short drive away in central 
Pennsylvania, as are the Car-
lisle and Hershey swap meets.  
If you do attend an event this 
season, snap a few pictures and 
jot down a few words to go 
with them.  We‟ll be happy to 
post these on the CCR website 
and in the next newsletter.  Of 
course, the highlight of the 
(Cont on page 5) 

Our Annual Spring Dust 

Off Cruise In was post-

poned, then took place 

on a rainy, then sunny 

Saturday April 23rd.  

Even the clouds couldn‟t 

keep these diehards 

away - hot dogs were 

grilled, and a good time 

was had.   

car out to events is both fun 
and a good way to encourage 
yourself to make time to do 
even more. 

 This year‟s Spring 
Hose-Off… er, Dust-Off 
was pretty wet for a while, 
but the few owners who 
brought their cars out were 
eventually treated to a beauti-
ful late afternoon.  Besides, 
hot dogs always taste better 
when grilled outdoors.  
Thanks to Scott Phillips for 
dragging his grille out to the 
event.  In keeping with the 
BBQ theme, last month‟s get 
together at Owen Griese-
mer‟s house was also a lot of 
fun, if lightly attended.  A 
few of us followed up that 
event with a short drive to 
the Mt. Airy cruise night at 
Jimmy Cone.  There are al-
ways great cars to see there. 

 Having lived in So-
Cal for over seven years, I 
remain amazed at how many 



The Capitol City Rockets is the Suburban Maryland, DC, 

Northern Virginia chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America.  

The Capitol City Rockets originated in 1989, and is currently 

operating in its 22nd year.    We split monthly meetings (currently) 

between Kilroy’s Bar and Grille off the Braddock Road exit of 

495 in Northern VA and Branded 72 BBQ in Rockville, with 

one peer judged show co-hosted each year with the Metro Buick 

Club.  The club currently consists of 47 members, 28 from Vir-

ginia, 14 from Maryland, 3 in Florida, and 1each from DC and 

West Virginia.  A membership form is located in the back of this 

newsletter.  One need not own an Oldsmobile to join, and dues re-

main $15 dollars per year, payable by November the 1st, either by 

check or using the PayPal button on our Hemmings.com website.  

Current membership in the Oldsmobile Club of America is a re-

quirement of CCR membership, as we are required to submit club 

rosters to OCA for yearly insurance coverage for our events. 

Vol. 22, Issue 2, page 2 

Keeping the Legend 

Alive 

New Slate of  Officers Accepted/Rocket Review Wins Golden Quill  

 At our January 
meeting in Virginia, a new 
slate of officers for the club 
was nominated.  It was 
asked at that meeting that 
club members reply via 
email to approve the offi-
cers proposed on the ballot.  
The officers will serve a 
two year turn as leaders of 
the Capitol City Rockets.  
These officers were then 
accepted at the February 
meeting  
 The new officers 
are as follows: 
President: Joe Padavano 
VP:  Cory Correll 
Secretary:  Jeff Neischel 
Treasurer:  Ken Quincy 
 
  

A few years back, I started 
to submit The Rocket Re-
view to Old Cars Weekly 
for consideration for their 
“Golden Quill Award.”  
Every April, the annual 
award recognizes every-
thing from major nation-
wide publications to small 
regional newsletters to club 
publications like ours.   
 Essentially, the 
Golden Quill is the only 
national award for newslet-
ters like ours, and we have 
won it the past two years 
after achieving Honorable 
Mention status in 2007.  I 
am very proud of this 
achievement as I try, when 
I can find the time, to put 
together a quality product.  
I feel like it is your fine 

The Capitol City Rockets—Who We Are 

automobiles, and the care 

that you put into keeping 

them on the road and re-

storing them, that makes 

putting the newsletter to-

gether an always enjoyable 

thing to do.  My back-

ground as a former high 

school English teacher 

doesn‟t hurt, and I have a 

love of all things cars that 

appears to be never ending! 

 I have a few new 

ideas for feature articles in 

coming editions, and I hope 

you will enjoy them.  I am 

always open to stories from 

you, so please feel free to 

contact me if you have one.  

I‟ll even help write it if nec-

essary.  Rocket On—Scott 

2010 OLD 

CARS WEEKLY 

GOLDEN 

QUILL AWARD 

WINNER:  “OUT 

OF HUNDREDS OF CAR 

CLUB AND HOBBY-

RELATED PUBLICATIONS, 

176 HAVE ACHIEVED THE 

GOLDEN QUILL 

AWARD...REGIONAL COM-

PACT: THE ROCKET RE-
VIEW QUARTERLY, SCOTT 

PHILLIPS, EDITOR, CAPI-

TOL CITY ROCKETS, OCA” 
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ended up with about 8 

club members and a 

guest in his newly pur-

chased El Camino.  De-

spite this fact, it was a 

good time.  We grilled 

some hot dogs (and 

even a few „Vegan Sau-

sages‟ for clean eating 

Joe P!), checked out the 

rides that were there, 

talked some repair work 

we had undertaken over 

the winter, and generally 

hung out for a while.   

 It was surely a 

disappointing endeavor 

for long-time STAR 

owner Ray Martin, who 

has cleared his front lot 

and kindly hosted us the 

past four years at his 

dealership.  Mr. Martin 

did come out to check 

out Carl Shaffer‟s „72 

Hurst Olds.  He said he 

had never seen one with a 

sunroof, and he had sold 

them when they were new 

cars! 

 At any rate, we 

talked about some other 

ideas for the Dust Off 

cruise next year, like per-

haps combining it with a 

regular cruise night at a 

local establishment or 

some such thing.  We‟ll 

discuss it as attendance 

has dwindled even in 

good weather, so bring 

your ideas to the next 

meeting.   

Spring Dust Off  Was Rainy Wash Out 
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 The Capitol City 

Rockets Annual Spring 

Dust Off Cruise was held 

on April 23 at STAR 

Buick GMC in Leesburg.  

Having already postponed 

a week earlier due to 

weather, as club leaders 

showed up early to begin 

setting up, a light drizzle 

began to fall.  Then it be-

gan to rain harder until a 

steady rain that lasted 

about a half hour contin-

ued.  Finally, as the driz-

zle stopped, it turned out 

to be a beautiful sunny 

day. 

 Of course, by 

then most everyone who 

considered coming likely 

stayed away, and we 

Guy Fansler brought out his all 

original 1984 Delta 88 Coupe, and 

his wife came with him. 

CCR Treasurer‟s Report as of 5-12-11 

Balance 5-12-11:  $3054.57   April  Bank Service Charge:      $2.00   

Income:       May picnic     $111.43 

  Dues                                                 $  15.00               Music Madness Deposit    $105.00  

Total Income                                    $  15.00  Total Expenses:                   $260.43 

 Expenses:  P. O. Bo x Fee:  $42.00   Balance as of 6-10-11:    $2,809.14 

Treasurer’s Report—Ken Quincy 

Once the rain cleared, the guys 

got a chance to hang around and 

talk cars.  What could be better? 

This black El Camino showed up 

late.  It was owned by a local 

young man who had just bought it 

Look closely and 

you‟ll see a well-

trained boy in this 

Olds, polishing 

dad‟s ride.  Bill 

Eckard‟s son is 

working the inte-

rior of his „69 442 

Holiday Coupe.   
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  The Electric Choke—Joe Padavano 

All carbureted engines require some sort of choke to limit airflow when the engine is cold.  
This provides an overly-rich mixture that facilitates starting.  Automatic chokes have been 
around since the 1930s in one form or another.  These typically use a bimetallic spring that 
expands when exposed to engine heat and uses this expansion to move the choke plate on the 
carb (and usually to control the idle speed through the use of a fast idle cam).  The heat source 
for an automatic choke can be hot air, hot water, or electric resistance heat.  The use of an 
electric heating element on the choke bimetallic coil is common on aftermarket carburetors, 
since it is easily adaptable to a wide range of engines and intake manifolds.  Since hot air 
chokes (at least on Olds motors) typically use the heat from the exhaust crossover in the intake 
manifold to heat the air that in turn heats the choke coil, the electric choke has another advan-
tage.  In cases where the exhaust heat crossover valve is not functioning, or has been disabled 
(such as when headers are installed), the exhaust crossover won‟t heat as quickly and thus the 
timing of the choke is thrown off.  An electric choke is independent of these variables, since 
the heating rate is solely dependent (usually) on the size of the heating element in the choke 
coil.  Simply provide a 12 volt source, and the choke works every time.  Many folks use the 
wiper power feed, but this has problems. Simply using a switched power source, especially one 
that is hot in the ACC position, will cause the choke to open prematurely if the key is on but 
the engine is not running. Also, the combination of the always-on choke heater and the wiper 
load may blow the fuse.  

 GM used two different methods to power the choke, depending on the vehicle. Most 
used an oil pressure switch in the power line to the choke. This way, the choke doesn't start to 

heat up until the engine is running and there is oil pressure. On my 62 F-85, I ran a fused wire (20 A fuse) from the BATT terminal 
on the alternator to the switch, and from the switch to the choke. Very simple to wire and very clean. I like to use the Standard P/N 
PS64 switch, shown in Figure 1. The middle terminal operates the OIL light, just like the stock sender; the other two terminals are 
connected to a normally open switch that closes with oil pressure. Use these two outer terminals to control the choke. If you have an 
oil pressure gauge instead of a light, simply use a brass tee fitting to connect both this switch and your oil pressure sender. 

The wiring diagram is shown in Figure 2.  Note that the wire between the alternator (or other 12v source) and the fuse holder should 
be as short as possible and well tied down since that portion is not protected by the fuse.  Wiring to the fuse holder and to the choke 
coil should be 12 gauge, consistent with the 20A fuse.  Since the oil pressure switch is open until the engine is running, using a hot-at
-all-times voltage source is fine, though you can certainly use a switched source if you prefer.  

Figure 1 Stan-

dard PS64 oil 

pressure switch 
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The Electric Choke (Cont) 
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The other way is to use a relay that is triggered by the field wire on the alternator 
(brown #1 wire on SI-family alternators, for example). The field wire is only hot 
when the alternator is turning. This is how GM wired the stock G-body cars with 
electric choke when the gauge package was installed, as it avoided the use of a tee 
on the oil pressure tap on the engine. Automotive relays, such as shown in Figure 
3, are readily available at any auto parts store, and most easily handle the 20A re-
quirement for this circuit.  Also note that some automotive relays are four-pin (the 
87a terminal is not present) and some are five pin.  Just ignore the 87a terminal if 
you use a five pin relay.  Wire size and fuse location are the same as for the oil 
pressure switch circuit above.  You can get a plug-in socket for this relay with pig-
tails to simplify the wiring, as shown in Figure 3.Of course the down side to pow-
ering from the alternator field wire is that the choke will close if you break the al-
ternator belt, even though you have enough battery life to get home. A typical wir-

ing diagram for the second method is shown in Figure 4 below. 

Figure 3:  Typical automotive relay and 

socket.   

Figure 4:  Electric Choke circuit using alternator field wire and a relay. 

season for CCR is the All-GM 
show that we co-host with the 
Metro chapter of the Buick Club 
of America.  This year‟s show will 
take place on Saturday, August 
13.  Plan to bring your car out for 
a great time. 

 The club is always look-
ing for ideas for events, so if you 
have an idea, please suggest it to 
one of the officers, or better yet, 
come to the next meeting and 
present it.  Even better, if you‟d 
like to organize it, you‟ll have the 
club‟s full support.  Finally, con-
gratulations to Scott Phillips once 
again for being awarded the 
Golden Quill Award by Old Cars 
Weekly in the Subcompact Re-
gional Newsletter category.  
Great job, Scott. 

President’s Message (Cont) 

This is new mem-

ber Richard Saun-

der‟s 1965 F-85 Cut-

lass.  He purchased 

it in the fall of 1969 

and this is it after it 

was “reborn” after 

an “8 year remanu-

facturing effort.”  

Looks great, Rich-

ard!   (If you are a 

newer member, 

email me a few pics 

of your car and I‟ll 

be glad to get it in a 

future issue—Scott) 
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    CCR May Picnic Featured Great Food, Great Day 

Jimmy Ford‟s Black on Black „75 Cutlass found its way 

to Middletown.  It had a very nice customized gray 

inlay interior 

Later, Joe P and Scott cruised up to the Jimmie Cone 

in Mt. Airy, MD for the opening of that cruise night.  

Jimmie Cone is located in a large parking lot. 

This is Owen Griesemer‟s 

back yard near Middletown, 

MD.  The view is beautiful, 

as you can tell, and club 

members JD Leverett, Jimmy 

Ford, Norm Hines, Joe 

Padavano, Scott Phillips, 

Joe‟s friend, and Owen‟s 

brother and mom all shared 

great food and perfect 

weather.   

Owen‟s brother (and mom) brought out their T-

bird.  Look at this rear view from the Jet Age! 

Joe said that the traffic for the Mt. Airy cruise was a 

little lighter than usual, but there were still some fine 

cars there, including our two „62‟s. 
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    Eastern Museum of  Motorsports —Gary Sutherlin 

 I recently went to the Jalopy Showdown at the Latimore Valley Fairgrounds in Latimore Springs, Pa.. Despite 
the fact the camp grounds, track and infield had been under 18 inches of water two weeks prior, the show was not can-
celed. The Eastern Motorsports Museum of Racing, aka EMMR, is on a hill overlooking the camp grounds. I had 
planned on spending time in the museum after the show. What I had not planned on was having to have my ‟77 Cutlass 
pulled out of spectator parking prior to going up to the museum. I think I now have all the grass and mud removed from 
the under side. I did not forward that picture to the editor. 

 I have been in the EMMR museum probably 20 times at least, maybe even more often. The museum is dedi-
cated primarily to sprint cars, midgets and old stock cars. Prior to the most recent addition, not yet ready for the public, 
the museum is in two sections. The first section contains vintage sprint cars and midgets and many display cases of pic-
tures, trophies, race results, uniforms and information on the older tracks. This section also contains a display of what a 
garage would have looked like that built sprint cars. 

 The second section has two floors and over the years I have seen drag cars, stock cars and even a belly tanker. 
This section changes the most. The floor upstairs usually has Dave Marcis‟ wrecked #71 car and a Tide Taurus. This 
upstairs usually has 2-3 stock cars that were raced on dirt as well as a modified or two. The first floor has a very interest-
ing time line of racing engines from the Ford Model T, various small block/big block Chevies, a four carb Oldsmobile 
Rocket, and up to a 2005 Sprint Car racing engine. This section also contains a memorial brick wall dedicated to the race 
car drivers of the past. Back in a corner is a vintage racing snow mobile. 

 As well as the usual gift shop, the museum also has a reference room that is open to the public. A video of a 
vintage Pennsylvania tracks/race is usually being played with a bench to sit rest/watch.  The museum shares with other 
museums. I have seen cars on loan from the Indy Museum and Sprint Car Hall of Fame. Having been in both those mu-
seums, I have also seem EMMR collection cars in these museums.  I suppose one of the benefits of going to this mu-
seum is going south on the way home you will pass Chubby‟s BBQ. I did a quality check on the pulled pork BBQ sand-
wich and found it is still GREAT and MORE than I can eat! 

Left:  #90 Big 

Track Stock Car, 

Flathead powered, 

built in the 50‟s 

Right:  #59 Dirt 

Track Stock, 327 

Chevy built out of a 

„32 Ford in the mid-

60”s 

L-R:  1980‟s 427 Chevy Sprint Car                        Early Sprint Car Collection                          The Second Floor of EMMR 



2011 Capitol City Rockets Calendar 

TENTATIVE CCR CALENDAR 

 

 Sun, Jun 12th—regular meeting Kilroy‟s, 

(usually also joint meeting with BCA for All-

GM in mid-June) 

 

 Sun, July 10th—regular club meeting 

Branded 72  (usually also final meetings in 

Burke, VA and MD for All-GM in mid-July) 

 

 Sat, Aug 13th—All GM Show at Montgomery 

College in Rockville 

 

 Sun, Sept 11th—regular club meeting Kilroy‟S 

 

 Sat, Oct 15th—CCR participation in the 

Rockville Antique and Classic Car Show 

 

 Sun, Nov 11th—regular club meeting Kilroys 

 

Want to know more about local car cruises and 

upcoming shows?  Check out 

www.capitalcruisin.com (Click on our logo and 

it will take you to our newly updated and redes-

igned website.) 
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Local/National Dates of  Interest 

 June 20—Sully Plantation Show 

 June 24-26—GM‟s at Carlisle 

 June 26—Prince William Cruis-
ers Show at Occoquan 

 July 4—Downtown Culpepper 
Show 

 July 27-31—OCA Nationals at 
the Grand Sierra Resort and 
Casino in Reno, NV.  Hosted 
by the NorCal Chapter. 

 Sat, Aug 13 - 2011 All-GM Show 
at Montgomery College in 
Rockville, MD, 9-3 pm 

 Aug 21—Cars and Stars Drag 
and Show Old Dominion SW 

 Sept 28-Oct 2—Fall Carlisle 

 Oct 5-8—Hershey 



CCR Classifieds 
Classified ads are free to chapter members.  We take cars, parts, 

services, anything.  Submit your typed or printed ad to the Chapter 

PO box, marking it ATTN: ROCKET REVIEW, or simply email the 

editor at sphillips16@msn.com  You may run your ad for up to 3 

issues at a time.  Ads must be resubmitted for reprinting after that 

time, and please let Scott know if you wish to discontinue the classi-

fied ad due to sale of the parts or car. 

CARS/PARTS FOR 

SALE/WANTED : 

 

 Looking for 1968-72 Am/Fm radios and  8 
tracks and any knobs for the radios or  8 
Tracks.  Email    jimstohlman@gmail.com    
or call 703 504-8432 and ask for Jim 
Stohlman (from last edition) 

 

 1973 Hurst Olds.  1 of 1097 „73 H/O‟s with 
1/3 being black/gold.  Numbers matching 
455.  New AC compressor. Factory Hurst 
Dual Gate Shifter.  PS, PDB, PW, and fac-
tory gauges.  New vinyl top, new headliner, 
newer carpet, orig. upholstery.  New discs, 
shocks, and tires.  Have window sticker, 
build sheet, and first owner info.  Car runs 
and drives excellent.  Very original/stock 
condition car with the exception of headers. 
Tilt, posi, and original manifold included.  
Best offer.  Contact Jim Hunt at 703-729-
5765.  (still available, just saw it!) 

 

 Wanted for „70 SS Chevelle:  I need a 4-row 
heavy duty Harrison radiator for an automatic 
trans car with A/C.  The code on the driver's 
side tank should be "IF" and the passenger side 
tank "XP".  (I think the GM part number is 
3017248 plus a part year nbr of 8, 9 or 0.)  If it 
still has a radiator tag on it, it should be "PD" 
with "IF" & "XP" on it.  (Having the tag isn't 
critical--we can get a repro tag--but having the 
correct codes on the side tanks is necessary).  
Contact Mark McAlpine at mmmcalpine05 
@msn.com 

STAR Buick GMC pick of  the issue: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2003 Buick Lesabre Limited Sedan.  51,647 
Miles.  3.8 Liter 6 cylinder. Automatic.  Power 
everything, ABS, traction control, leather inte-
rior, sunroof.   Very clean.  Listed at $10,495.  
See it at www.starcars.com or call 703-478-
1355. 

$15 Club dues are due next 

November 1.  Please renew to 

keep receiving the Rocket Re-

view and great club benefits!   

https://webmail.fcps.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=27a707185f224a65a93045787a33355c&URL=mailto%3ajimstohlman%40gmail.com




THE CAPITOL CITY ROCKETS  is a chartered chapter of the 

Oldsmobile Club of America, Lansing, MI. Chapter dues are 

$15.00 per year. Current OCA membership is required. 

Chapter Officials 

President .................................................... Joe Padavano 

Vice-President ........................................... Cory Correll 

Treasurer ...................................................... Ken Quincy 

Secretary ...................................................... Jeff Nieschel 

Newsletter Editor……….Scott Phillips (703) 858-5752 

…………………………………sphillips16@msn.com 

 

Chapter Advisors 

Toronado………….Ask Ken Quincy or Cory Correll 

1961-63 A-Body…………….Scott Phillips (703) 858-5752 

1964-65 A-Body…………... Mike Stilwell (703) 799-2904 

1973-77 A-Body……………..Denney Keys (301) 390-1577 

1978-80 A-Body....................Michael Coxen (301) 251-8666 

 

PerformanceV8 Tech Dick Miller Racing, (901) 794-2834 

                                                             dmracing1@aol.com 

 

Bevan Allen Memorial Service Award Recipient 

2000: Denney Keys 

2001:  Michael Coxen 

2002:  Mike Stilwell 

2003:  Dick Brown 

2004:  Cory Correll 

2005:  Scott Phillips 

2006:  Mike “Hitch” Stillwell 

2010:  Joe Padavano 

 

 

   Mr. & Mrs. Denney Keys, Mitchellville, MD 

MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION 

CAPITOL CITY ROCKETS 

CHAPTER OF THE OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 

  NEW    RENEWAL 

OCA #          OCA EXP. DATE    

NAME       

STREET      

CITY       

STATE   ZIP    

HOME PHONE  (        )     

WORK PHONE  (         )     

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________ 

LIST OLDSMOBILES CURRENTLY OWNED: 

       

       

       

O.C.A. CHAPTERS AFFILIATED WITH: 

       

SEND NEW MEMBERSHIPS TO: 

CAPITOL CITY ROCKETS 

ATTN:  NEW MEMBERS 

P.O. BOX 230442 

CENTREVILLE, VA 20120 

 

SEND RENEWALS TO: 

CCR RENEWALS 

P.O. BOX 230442 

CENTREVILLE, VA 20120 
 

CCR YEARLY DUES ARE $15 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

CAPITOL CITY ROCKETS 
 

Current Membership in the 

Oldsmobile Club of America is Required Rocket Review © is published by Capitol City Rockets, 2011 

Capitol City Rockets 

Club Info and Membership  

Application 
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